
2nd Annual World’s Steepest Hillclimb Proves Nasty   
 

Saturday, May 21, 2011 
By Ron Dillon 

Idaho’s other hillclimb, the World’s Steepest, fired up for the second time on 
Saturday, May 21, 2011.  Over the last few years, the only motorcycle hillclimb in 
Idaho, the annual Big Nasty, has created a pool of hundreds of new hillclimbers 
in the Northwest.  So it only makes sense to the Big Nasty guys to continue to 
run a much smaller, “pre-Nasty, to keep the new climbers going strong and 
encourage more new climbers to get on board.  The World’s Steepest, together 
with the Big Nasty, and April’s Northwest Nationals in Yakima, Washington 
comprise the new 2011 Northwest Hillclimb Series.   

Like last year, there were few spectators.  In an effort not to devalue the Big 
Nasty brand or confuse anyone, absolutely zero advertising was done for this 
event, other than an e-mail to riders.  Posters weren’t even hung up, making this 
a kind of “underground, word-of-mouth” event.  But a number of new riders 
showed up anyway, with a total of 153 entries coming from as far away as San 
Francisco.   

The World’s Steepest is run on its own completely separate set of hills, about ¾ 
of a mile past the Big Nasty.  This event offered two, completely separate hills; 
each one was about 500 feet, and each one offered its own share of challenges.  
All of the stock bikes ran on last year’s hill, which was fairly healed from last year, 
and all of the modified bikes ran on a brand-new hill with no tracks on it, about 
200 feet to the left.  Nothing is ever easy in Big Nasty Land, and only five riders 
managed to make it over the trophy hill, led by Austin Kouba, who was the only 
250 to scale the hill, which like its name suggests, is really, really steep near the 
top.   

After a quick intermission, the trophy altered, semi-pro, and 450 pro classes fired 
up on the brand-new hill to the left.  As most of the riders had predicted, the new 
altered hill was harder than the trophy hill, and making it over the top was very 
difficult.  Meridian’s Chase Seal pounded his modified CR85 Honda up to 409 
feet to win the mini semi-pro class, and a number of talented, “young” riders 
performed extremely well.  But the day featured a string of great rides from the 
“older” guys that had to be seen to be believed.  At 65, Nampa’s Jerry Williams 
has had some serious health problems, but he looked like a 20-year old as he 
clawed over the hill in 19.6 seconds to win the vintage altered class, beating a 
bevy of far younger riders.  Like last year, Lodi, California’s Lefty Frueh had an 
awesome weekend, setting the fast time on the trophy hill, winning several 
classes and showing no signs of slowing down at age 69.  Lefty was the only 
rider who topped both the stock and the altered hills.  Nampa, Idaho’s Dennis 
Harmon also blew over the hill to win the senior semi-pro class.  Finally the 450 
pros lined up and Snohomish, Washington’s Gerrett Hopkins flew his Honda over 
the top, setting the fastest time of the day on the altered hill at 15.830 seconds. 



 The “biggie” event, of course, and the third and final round of the Northwest 
Hillclimb Series, and the final round of the 2011 NAHA (North American 
Hillclimbers Association) Series, is Idaho’s largest motorcycle event, the Big 
Nasty Hillclimb, which will be held on September 16-18, 2011.  A big thank you is 
in order to the ranch owner, Tom Pence, and the small army of staff and 
volunteers who helped, including: the world’s best catchers, the Owyhee 
Outlaws.  For more information visit the Big Nasty website at: 
www.bignastyhillclimb.com or call Ron Dillon at (208) 573-4255. 

 
*Denotes Trophy Winner 

Stock Trophy 0-55cc Automatic:  
              Name:                   City/State:          Bike:   1st Run:   2nd Run:     Best:       Series Pnts: 
*1 Jaden Schnepp Ontario, OR KTM 270 ft 240 ft 270 ft 30 

*2 Joseph Snipes Rathdrum, ID HON 183 ft 195 ft 195 ft 25 

*3 Tyler Wallace San Francisco, CA HON 189 ft 165 ft 189 ft 23 

*4 Reese Keene McCall, ID HON 129 ft 189 ft 189 ft 20 

*5 Jeffrey Schnepp Ontario, OR KTM 132 ft 177 ft 177 ft 18 

 
Stock Trophy 56 to 70cc:  

              Name:                    City/State:         Bike:   1st Run:   2nd Run:     Best:       Series Pnts: 
*1 Nathan Schnepp Ontario, OR KAW 285 ft 297 ft 297 ft 30 

*2 Matthew McBride Wilder, ID KAW 234 ft  288 ft 288 ft 25 

*3 Jaden Schnepp Ontario, OR KTM 267 ft 279 ft 279 ft 23 

*4 Braden Minor Nampa, ID KAW 216 ft 174 ft 216 ft 20 

 
Stock Trophy 71 to 90cc:  

              Name:                    City/State:         Bike:   1st Run:   2nd Run:      Best:     Series Pnts: 
*1 Kanon Patteson Boise, ID YAM 303 ft 330 ft 330 ft 30 

*2 PJ O’Leary Emmett, ID KAW 312 ft 300 ft 312 ft 25 

*3 Alisha Childs Boise, ID YAM 285 ft 309 ft 309 ft 23 

*4 Colton James Emmett, ID YAM 207 ft 213 ft 213 ft 20 

 
Stock Trophy 91 to 150cc Pit Bikes, 13-Younger:  

              Name:                    City/State:         Bike:   1st Run:   2nd Run:     Best:     Series Pnts: 
*1 Star Hunter San Francisco, CA HON 300 ft 312 ft 312 ft 30 

*2 William Wallace San Francisco, CA HON 273 ft 306 ft 306 ft 25 

 
Stock Trophy 91 to 125cc Two-Strokes:  

              Name:                City/State:             Bike:   1st Run:   2nd Run:     Best:     Series Pnts: 
*1 Kyle Denney Nampa, ID YAM 399 ft 348 ft 399 ft 30 

2 Kanon Patteson Boise, ID YAM 348 ft  384 ft 384 ft 25 

3 Melissa Zortman Boise, ID HUS 282 ft 345 ft 345 ft 23 

 

 

Stock Trophy 151 to 250cc Four-Strokes:  
              Name:                   City/State:         Bike:   1st Run:    2nd Run:      Best:     Series Pnts: 
*1 Jeremy Cogswell Nampa, ID HON 363 ft 402 ft 402 ft 30 

2 Richard McBride Caldwell, ID YAM 360 ft 399 ft 399 ft 25 

3 Ryan Hughes Smithfield, UT HON 336 ft 381 ft 381 ft 23 

4 Andrew Renshaw Nampa, ID YAM 363 ft 357 ft 363 ft 20 

 

 



Stock Trophy 0-250cc, 40-Up Old Timers: 
             Name:                      City/State:        Bike:   1

st
 Run:    2

nd
 Run:     Best:     Series Pnts: 

*1 Lance Hallworth Emmett, ID YAM 471 ft 474 ft 474 ft 30 

2 Jim Price Caldwell, ID HON 288 ft 468 ft 468 ft 25 

3 Cory Howard Caldwell, ID YAM 342 ft 351 ft 351 ft 23 

4 Blaine Rayl Clearfield, UT KAW 342 ft 330 ft 342 ft 20 

 
Stock Trophy Women: 

             Name:                      City/State:         Bike:   1
st
 Run:   2

nd
 Run:      Best:     Series Pnts: 

*1 Alisha Childs Boise, ID YAM 267 ft 294 ft 294 ft 30 

2 Melissa Zortman Boise, ID HUS 240 ft 237 ft 240 ft 25 

 
Stock Trophy 126-250cc Two-Stroke: 

                Name:                  City/State:          Bike:   1
st
 Run:        2

nd
 Run:        Best:      Series Pnts: 

*1 Austin Kouba Star, ID KAW 13.176  sec 11.518 sec 11.518 sec 30 

2 Jenny Kouba Star, ID KAW 471 ft 483 ft 483 ft 25 

3 Lance Hallworth Emmett, ID SUZ 471 ft 462 ft 471 ft 23 

4 Blaine Rayl Clearfield, UT KAW 315 ft 390 ft 390 ft 20 

 
Stock Trophy 251cc - Up Two-Stroke: 

                Name:                  City/State:          Bike:   1
st
 Run:   2

nd
 Run:      Best:     Series Pnts: 

*1 Robert Davis Emmett, ID KAW 456 ft 459 ft 459 ft 30 

*2 John Smith E. Wenatchee, WA HON 459 ft 435 ft 459 ft 25 

*3 Jeff Snipes Rathdrum, ID HON 4594 ft 396 ft 459 ft 23 

4 Blaine Rayl Clearfield, UT KAW 372 ft 429 ft 429 ft 20 

5 JJ Hill Boise, ID KTM 414 ft 423 ft 423 ft 18 

6 Charles Netcher Star, ID KTM 390 ft 411 ft 411 ft 15 

7 David Robella Boise, ID KAW 411 ft 348 ft 411 ft 12 

8 Dennis Harmon Nampa, ID HON 369 ft 408 ft 408 ft 10 

9 Rory Dorst Boise, ID YAM 312 ft 321 ft 321 ft 8 

 
Stock Trophy 251cc – Up Four-Stroke, 40-Up Old Timers: 

             Name:                     City/State:          Bike:   1
st
 Run:   2

nd
 Run:      Best:     Series Pnts: 

*1 Larry Hagedon Meridian, ID HON 495 ft 486 ft 495 ft 30 

*2 Ken Thornton Boise, ID HUS 399 ft 495 ft 495 ft 25 

3 Blaine Rayl Clearfield, UT KTM 378 ft 462 ft 462 ft 23 

4 Jeremy Meader Star, ID KTM 351 ft 369 ft 369 ft 20 

5 David Blair Eagle, ID YAM 348 ft 336 ft 348 ft 18 

 
Stock Trophy 251cc - Up Four-Stroke: 

             Name:                      City/State:         Bike:   1
st
 Run:   2

nd
 Run:      Best:     Series Pnts: 

*1 Richard Martin Nampa, ID HON 15.25 sec 16.06 sec 15.25 sec 30 

*2 Brandon Durham Payette, ID YAM 417 ft 16.0 sec 16.0 sec 25 

*3 John Gray Nampa, ID HON 504 ft 504 ft 504 ft 23 

*4 Larry Hagedon Meridian, ID HON 498 ft 477 ft 498 ft 20 

*5 Austin Kouba Star, ID KAW 492 ft 492 ft 492 ft 18 

*6 Destry Haslett McCall, ID YAM 471 ft 492 ft 492 ft 15 

*7 Cody Fletcher Payette, ID YAM 450 ft 492 ft 492 ft 12 

8 Ken Thornton Boise, ID HUS 492 ft N/A 492 ft 10 

9 Chris Thornton Boise, ID HUS 444 ft 483 ft 483 ft 8 

10 Josh Elliot McCall, ID HON 432 ft 465 ft 465 ft 6 

11 Donny Rhoton Emmett, ID YAM 435 ft 462 ft 462 ft 5 

12 Delbert Thornton Emmett, ID YAM 429 ft 462 ft 462 ft 4 



13 Matthew McBride Wilder, ID YAM 396 ft 456 ft 456 ft 3 

14 Jeremy Meader Star, ID KTM 441 ft 327 ft 441 ft 2 

15 Jenny Kouba Star, ID HON 411 ft 432 ft 432 ft 1 

16 Chris Bray Emmett, ID YAM 414 ft 429 ft 429 ft 0 

17 Ryan Hughes Smithfield, UT HON 387 ft 372 ft 387 ft 0 

18 Andrew Baughan Caldwell, ID YAM 384 ft 351 ft 384 ft 0 

19 Blaine Rayl Clearfield, UT KTM N/A N/A N/A 0 

20 Richard McBride Caldwell, ID HON N/A N/A N/A 0 

 
Stock Trophy 251cc – Up Two-Stroke, 40-Up Old Timers: 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:   2

nd
 Run:      Best:     Series Pnts: 

*1 Dave Walters Nampa, ID KAW 426 ft 492 ft 492 ft 30 

2 Robert Davis Emmett, ID KAW 393 ft 468 ft 468 ft 25 

3 Dennis Harmon Nampa, ID HON 429 ft 441 ft 441 ft 23 

4 Blaine Rayl Clearfield, UT KAW 384 ft 423 ft 423 ft 20 

 
Stock Trophy, Senior 50 - Up: 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:     2

nd
 Run:       Best:      Series Pnts: 

*1 Lefty Frueh Lodi, CA HON 492 ft 12.561 sec 12.561 sec 30 

2 Ken Thornton Boise, ID HUS 483 ft 13.101 sec 13.101 sec 25 

3 Sam Martin Nampa, ID HON 486 ft 477 ft 486 ft 23 

4 Jerry Williams Nampa, ID YAM 378 ft 468 ft 468 ft 20 

5 Dennis Harmon Nampa, ID HON 429 ft 402 ft 429 ft 18 

 
0-600cc – Altered Trophy: 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:   2

nd
 Run:      Best:     Series Pnts: 

*1 Jeff Snipes Rathdrum, ID HON 519 ft 438 ft 519 ft 30 

*2 William Wallace San Francisco, CA HON 495 ft 516 ft 516 ft 25 

3 Chad Lindsey Renton, WA HON 486 ft 498 ft 498 ft 23 

4 Rory Schinsing Boise, ID KAW 495 ft 462 ft 495 ft 20 

5 Larry Hagedon Meridian, ID HON 492 ft 483 ft 492 ft 18 

5 Justin Nelson San Francisco, CA HON 492 ft 483 ft 492 ft 18 

7 Blaine Rayl Clearfield, UT KAW 492 ft 468 ft 492 ft 15 

8 John Smith Wenatchee, WA HON 462 ft 492 ft 492 ft 12 

9 Garett Hopkins Snohomish, WA HON 456 ft 489 ft 489 ft 10 

10 Richard Martin Nampa, ID HON 483 ft 465 ft 483 ft 8 

11 Destry Haslett McCall, ID YAM 300 ft 483 ft 483 ft 6 

12 Chris Thornton Boise, D HUS 480 ft 399 ft 480 ft 5 

13 Mathew McBride Wilder, ID YAM 474 ft 477 ft 477 ft 4 

14 John Gray Nampa, ID HON 477 ft 462 ft 477 ft 3 

15 Dennis Harmon Nampa, ID HON 474 ft 471 ft 474 ft 2 

16 Ken Thornton Boise, ID HUS 450 ft 468 ft 468 ft 1 

17 Austin Kouba Star, ID KAW 465 ft 366 ft 465 ft 0 

18 Andrew Harmon Nampa, ID HON 462 ft 453 ft 462 ft 0 

19 Lance Hallworh Emmett, ID YAM 66 ft 357 ft 357 ft 0 

 
Vintage Altered Trophy, 0-600cc (Bikes at least 25 years old): 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:       2

nd
 Run:       Best:       Series Pnts: 

*1 Jerry Williams Nampa, ID YAM 492 ft 19.681 sec 19.681 sec 30 

*2 Andrew Harmon Nampa, ID HON 486 ft 54 ft 486 ft 25 

3 Justin Hill Boise, ID YAM 435 ft 384 ft 435 ft 23 

4 David Robella Boise, ID KAW 420 ft 426 ft 426 ft 20 

5 Rory Dorst Boise, ID KAW 327 ft 420 ft 420 ft 18 

6 Alisha Childs Boise, ID YAM 384 ft 417 ft 417 ft 15 



Vintage Altered Trophy, 601-Upc (Bikes at least 25 years old): 
             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1

st
 Run:   2

nd
 Run:       Best:     Series Pnts: 

*1 Al Rivera West Lake, OR SUZ 366 ft 273 ft 366 ft 25 

 
*Denotes Cash Winner 

0-90cc Semi-Pro: 
             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1

st
 Run:   2

nd
 Run:     Best:     Series Pnts: 

*1 Chase Seal Meridian, ID HON 372 ft 409 ft 409 ft 30 

*2 Nathan Schnepp Ontario, OR YAM 369 ft 339 ft 369 ft 25 

*3 Justin Nelson San Francisco, CA HON 351 ft 363 ft 363 ft 23 

4 Nathan Schnepp Ontario, OR KAW 327 ft 363 ft 363 ft 20 

5 Jaden Schnepp Ontario, OR KAW 339 ft 342 ft 342 ft 18 

6 Star Hunter San Francisco, CA HON 321 ft 294 ft 321 ft 15 

7 William Wallace Jr. San Francisco, CA HON 120 ft 312 ft 312 ft 12 

8 Jeffrey Schnepp Ontario, OR KTM 246 ft 258 ft 258 ft 10 

 
Semi-Pro Women: 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:   2

nd
 Run:     Best:     Series Pnts: 

*1 Jenny Kouba Star, ID HON 474 ft 435 ft 474 ft 30 

2 Betsy English Ontario, OR YAM 342 ft 393 ft 393 ft 25 

 
Semi-Pro Old Timers, 40-Up, 0-700cc: 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:         2

nd
 Run:           Best:       

*1 Lefty Frueh Lodi, CA HON 18.994 sec 17.035 sec 17.035 sec 30 

*2 Rick Snipes Rathdrum, ID HON 18.580 sec 417 ft 18.580 sec 25 

3 Dennis Harmon Nampa, ID HON 492 ft 486 ft 492 ft 23 

4 Lance Hallworth Emmett, ID YAM 474 ft 480 ft 480 ft 20 

5 William Wallace San Francisco, CA HON 477 ft 423 ft 477 ft 18 

6 Cory Howard Caldwell, ID KTM 423 ft 450 ft 450 ft 15 

 
Semi-Pro Old Timers, 40-Up, 701-UP: 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:         2

nd
 Run:           Best:       

*1 Lefty Frueh Lodi, CA KAW 450 ft N/A 450 ft 30 

2 Al Riverra West lake, OR SUZ 303 ft 375 ft 375 ft 25 

 
Semi-Pro Seniors, 50-Up: 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:         2

nd
 Run:        Best:       

*1 Denis Harmon Nampa, ID HON 17.210 sec 480 ft ft 17.210 sec 30 

*2 Rick Snipes Rathdrum, ID HON 306 ft 19.994 sec 19.994 sec 25 

3 Ken Thornton Boise, ID HUS 414 ft 462 ft 462 ft 23 

4 Lefty Freuh Lodi, CA KAW 379 ft 456 ft 456 ft 20 

5 Jerry Williams Nampa, ID YAM 405 ft 441 ft 441 ft 18 

6 Al Riverra West Lake, OR SUZ 405 ft N/A 405 ft 15 

 
Semi-Pro Seniors, 60-Up: 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:         2

nd
 Run:        Best:       

*1 Lefty Freuh Lodi, CA KAW 19.573 sec N/A 19.573 sec 30 

 

 

 
 

 



250cc Pro: 
             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1

st
 Run:         2

nd
 Run:        Best:       

*1 Kevin Weichers Emmett, ID SUZ 471 ft 459 ft 471 ft 30 

*2 John Smith E. Wenatchee, WA HON 468 ft 435 ft 468 ft 25 

3 Rory Schinsing Boise, ID HUS 432 ft 450 ft 450 ft 23 

4 Jeff Snipes Rathdrum, ID HON 384 ft 417 ft 417 ft 20 

5 Justin Hill Boise, ID YAM 303 ft 411 ft 411 ft 18 

 
450cc Pro: 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:         2

nd
 Run:        Best:       

*1 Garett Hopkins Snohomish, WA HON 18.578 sec 15.830 sec 15.830 sec 30 

*2 Chad Lindsay Renton, WA HON 16.284 sec 474 ft 16.284 sec 25 

3 John Gray Nampa, ID HON 18.450 sec 489 ft 18.450 sec 23 

4 Richard Martin Nampa, ID HON 510 ft 483 ft 510 ft 20 

5 John Smith E. Wenatchee, WA HON 450 ft 474 ft 474 ft 18 

6 Rory Schinsing Boise, ID HUS 462 ft 363 ft 462 ft 15 

7 William Moran Caldwell, ID YAM 435 ft 420 ft 420 ft 12 

8 Jeff Snipes Rathdrum, ID HON 408 ft 423 ft 423 ft 10 

 
451cc - Up Pro: 

             Name:                   City/State:            Bike:   1
st
 Run:         2

nd
 Run:        Best:       

*1 Rory Schinsing Boise, ID KAW 16.150 sec 19.195 sec 16.150 sec 

*2 Austin Kouba Star, ID HON 462 ft 21.684 sec 21.684 sec 

*3 John Smith Wenatchee, WA HON 477 ft 504 ft 504 ft 

*4 Garrett Hopkins Snohomish, WA HON 483 ft 495 ft 495 ft 

5 Andrew Harmon Nampa, ID HON 474 ft 417 ft 474 ft 

6 Ken Thornton Boise, ID HUS 405 ft 474 ft 474 ft 

7 Charlie Kouba Star, ID HON 471 ft 459 ft 471 ft 

8 Chad Lindsay Renton, WA HON 447 ft 471 ft 471 ft 

9 Larry Hagedon Meridian, ID HON 468 ft 435 ft 468 ft 

10 William Wallace San Francisco, CA HON 462 ft 465 ft 465 ft 

11 Jeff Snipes Rathdrum, ID HON 414 ft 450 ft 450 ft 

12 Jenny Kouba Star, ID HON 354 ft 396 ft 396 ft 

 


